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Site: 59 Albion Street Barn 
 

Applicant Name: Daryl P. & Katherine E. St. Laurent 
 
Applicant Address: 59 Albion Street, MA  
Owner Name: Same 
Owner Address: Same 

 
Petition: Applicant seeks to demolish the 1 ½-story wood-framed barn 

 
HPC Hearing Date:  October 15, 2019 

 
 
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

1. Subject Property:  The subject property 
is a c.1890 1 ½-story wood-framed barn. 

2. Proposal: The Applicant seeks to 
demolish the existing structure. 

II. MEETING SUMMARY: Determination of 
Significance 

On September 17, 2019, the Historic Preservation 
Commission, in accordance with the Demolition 
Review Ordinance (2003-05), made a 
determination that the barn at 59 Albion Street is 
Significant. Per Section 2.17.B, this decision is 
found on the following criteria: 
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Section 2.17.B - The structure is at least 50 years old; 

and 
(i) The structure is importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with 

the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City or the 
Commonwealth; 
 and  

(ii) The structure is historically or architecturally significant (in terms of period, style, method of 
building construction, or association with a reputed architect or builder) either by itself or in 
the context of a group of buildings or structures.   

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, economic and 
social history of the City due its construction type and use. Barns and stable were necessary adjuncts to 
the pre-automotive era. 

The subject barn at 59 Albion Street is found historically and architecturally significant due to its method 
of building construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville. 

The period of significance for the barn at 59 Albion Street begins with its construction between 1884-
1895 where it essential for the housing of horses and carts and other horse-related equipment and 
supplies.  

III. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See attached structural report from Linwood Gallant, Structural Engineer, South Mountain 
Company, Inc. 

Comparable Structures:  Barn/stable structures can be found throughout the City. While several 
barn/stable structures within the City remain in moderate to good condition, many more remain in 
moderate to poor condition, due to the lack of repurposing this type of structure.  Here are a few 
comparable structures scattered around the city: 

The predominant difference between the comparable barns illustrated below is one of maintenance and 
use. Some have been converted to residences, others to studios and home offices while some are still in 
use as shelters for automobiles.  

 
Top: 22 Porter Street (LHD); 15 Linden Avenue; Preston Road 
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Center:  Preston Road; ?; Sycamore Street at Broadway; 

 

 
Bottom:  38 Marshall Street; 29 Meacham Road (LHD) 

 
IV. PREFERABLY PRESERVED 

If the Commission determines that the demolition of the significant building or structure would 
be detrimental to the architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the City, 
such building or structure shall be considered a preferably preserved building or structure. 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 4.2.d) 
A determination regarding if the demolition of the subject building is detrimental to the 
architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the City should consider the 
following: 

 How does this building or structure compose or reflect features which contribute to the heritage of the 
City? 

a) How does this building or structure compose or reflect features which contribute to the 
heritage of the City? 

The form and massing of barn/stable structures represent a common historic accessory 
structure that served a variety of purposes in the pre-automotive age. This barn illustrates the 
pre-automotive uses of accessory buildings. 

b) What is the remaining integrity of the structure? The National Park Service defines integrity 
as the ability of a property to convey significance. 

While the building does convey significance as a barn, the existing conditions are poor. See 
structural report. The building has an archetypal loft and cross gable plan.  

c) What is the level (local, state, national) of significance? 

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, 
economic and social history of the City due its construction type and use. Barns and stable 
were necessary adjuncts to the pre-automotive era. 
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The subject barn at 59 Albion Street is found historically and architecturally significant due 
to its method of building construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville. 

The period of significance for the barn at 59 Albion Street begins with its construction 
between 1884-1895 where it essential for the housing of horses and carts and other horse-
related equipment and supplies.  

Barn/stable structures were constructed in New England for a variety of general purposes 
such as to house animals, store food and other general items, and later to shelter carriages. 
Therefore, the subject structure represents an important aspect of local and state (regional) 
history.  

d) What is the visibility of the structure with regard to public interest (Section 2.17.B.ii) if 
demolition were to occur? 

The subject structure is partially visible from Albion Street. The rear elevation is visible at a  
distance from Woodbine Street.  

e) What is the scarcity or frequency of this type of resource in the City? 

Barn/stable structures are found throughout the City; however, not many remain in existence 
within the immediate area. Also, few barn/stable structures within the City remain in 
moderate to good condition. 

Upon a consideration of the above criteria (a-e), is the demolition of the subject building 
detrimental to the architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the City?  

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, 
economic and social history of the City due its construction type and use. Barns and stable were 
necessary adjuncts to the pre-automotive era. 

The subject barn at 59 Albion Street is found historically and architecturally significant due to its 
method of building construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville. 

The period of significance for the barn at 59 Albion Street begins with its construction between 
1884-1895 where it essential for the housing of horses and carts and other horse-related 
equipment and supplies.  

The barn is currently in poor and possibly unsafe condition. Even with full documentation, the 
loss of the barn would be detrimental to the architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social 
heritage of the City. Staff, however finds that the condition of the building outweighs its value of 
its historic and architectural significance to the City.  

I V.  RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the information provided and an assessment of the building, Staff recommends that the 
Historic Preservation Commission finds the barn at 59 Albion Street NOT to be PREFERABLY 
PRESERVED. 
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